'New book
looks at
founder's
history

Nick Creede did
more than discover
silver vein in cliffs

By Thomas PuiLvies

CREEDE — A iown is named afler
b, gt Mary Schroder’s new book
attempls todiscover the man behind
the name and the 1own.

Micholas Creede, Indian agent,
prospector and silver baron, helped
put the town of Creede in the world
spatlight. He discovered silver in the
Amethyst vein. north af Creede, in
the late 183005 and so0n became a
welthy, if not troubled, man.

“Micholas Creede and the Amethyst
Yein" details the tragedies and
successes of that man.

Author Schroder put ten years of
her Bife inte the 52-page book, which
shee described as an historical narsative
rather than a biography. She said she
wrote the book to fill in the gaps of
Mr. Creede's perceived history and
1o acdd 10 the town's history. Cther
books, she said, offer brief sccounts
of Mr. Creede and the sown, bul poe
singlework explores him inany depth.

"They sensaticnalize all the bass
and rowdiness, bul nobody's ever
lonked ad the life ol Creede, ™ Schroder
siid in arecent interview s the Creede
Hustorical Society”s bog-cabin library
in Basham-Memorial Park.

Her reseasch over the last decade
tonk her between Creede, Colorado
Springs and Denver, visiting ofien
the libraries of ihe Creede and stabe
historical societies. She cross-
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referenced her material with Cy
Warman's “The Prospectar: Story of
the Life of Nicholas Creede,” 2n 1894
bicgraphy. What she found: a man
with two pasts, o man whose lives
became a commentary on mankind.

“It's an amazing story and thai's
why [couldn'tlet it goundiscovered,”
Schroder said.

‘William Harvey, the dirt-poor son
of an Indiana farmer, headsd west in
the days before the Civil War. He
served asan agent for Pawnes Indians
om the Creat Plains immediace by after
the war. Schroder says he moved to
Colorado and became A prospechor b
eacape his past, chonging his nnme to
Micholas Creede somewhere along
the way.

After discovering small pockets of
silver around the state, he moved 1o
thie San Juan Mountains in what would
become Mineral County, then a part
of $aguache County. Charles Nelson
farst found gilver here and opened the
Holy Moses Mine. Creede’s
Amethyst come next. He was not a
goad miner, theugh, bat a good
prospecior, Schroder said; he could
find silver but feared being
underground, not good for a miner.

He died divorced and estranged
froen an adopied daughier and was

v o drug sddict, Schroder said.
She said ke fell victim to scheming
and others” unscrupulousness, his
wife, his addictions and his business
partners,

“Human nabare is still the same,
and we all have to have patiesce with
each other,” Schroder said.

The book impacted her in that
respect, too. She said she's become

mme aware of what happens arcund
her and how people manipulate each
other, “and that it's not a new thing.™

Writing the book tarned into a
dedication o persistence. After
working on the Centennial Books
series (o commemarate the town of
Creede’s 10th anniversary, Mr.
Cresde inrigued her. She stared the
research with her hushansl, who died
before the book's publicatson, bt
completion came slowly, The work
was nonetheless enjoyable, however.

“It was a fecling like [ was trying
e, how shall T say, make a ghosi
come alive,” she said. “T think kiz lafe
is really worth inspection, and there" re
50 many lessons to lesrmn.”

A first draft of the book weighed in
at 125 pages. But publishers were not
interested, Ome said that oaly 350
people - the population of the town of
Creede - would read it One didn’t
like Schroder's abundance of
adjectives in the text. Still anoiher
told her, “Mo one reads in southern
Colorado,” ghe said.

“That was 50 insulting,” Schroder
said.

Putoff by rejection, she decided 1o

publish it herself. Working with a
Colorado Springs printer and cover
designer, she’s pul the book on
shelves. She's sold about 150 copies
and only has $400 wonth more o sell
1o break even.

“Tihink I"ll recoap our {investment)
in one summer,” she said,

{1 &id a good job of marketing,
which i a preat deal of fun,” she later
added )

The work has proved valuable for
hastory buffs also,

Mary Schroder flips the pages of her new book, “Nichelas Cr
sitting in Imcro:d-n Historical Soclety's library. The book It

Ed Hargraves, the director of the
Creede Historical Society, said the
book fills in the empty spaces of wha
and what are the man and the town.

“It"s just anosher link in the history
chain of Creade,” Hargraves said,

Surprising 1o him was the story on
Creede's wife and adopted doughies.
The twao died in the 1903 San
Francisco earthquake.

“J think she's dons a ot more
research than anyone else | know,™
Hargraves eaid.
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